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tinent and Ceylon, are held in high estimation for anti-
quity and sacred character ; the entrance of strangers is
interdicted, and the statues of the divinities here wor-
shipped; llama, Siva, Mahadeva, are washed in none
other but the water of the Ganges, brought hither by the
pilgrims and fakeers. A grand portal, under the form of a
truncated pyramid, conducting to the principal pagoda,
reminded Lord Valentia,1 (from whom we have the above
account,) of the monuments of ancient Egypt, Having thus
shown a resemblance between the religious systems of
Egypt and India, and consequently between those of
Meroe and the latter country, we come at last to the
final question. Did Meroe receive the civilisation from
India, or India from Meroe ? The latter of these suppo-
sitions would necessarily imply that the progress of
civilisation in India was from south to north, since a
colony from Meroe could only have come into India by
sea; now if anything is well established about the early
history of the Hindoo race, it is that the career of civil-
isation commenced from the north of India; the caste of
the Brahmins identify themselves with this early civil-
isation, and appear to have come in as a conquering race
among an ignorant population; their original country it
is impossible to determine historically; one thing is con-
ceded by all, that they spread themselves from north to
south over the Indian peninsula. The traditions of the
kingdom of Cashmire2 name the Brahmins as the first
who entered that country, and the researches of English
travellers among the mountains of the Himalayan range
throw additional light on this subject. In the heart of
these mountains are found the residences of the earlier
Brahmins, and more ancient temples of their gods; at the
confluence of the two arms of the Ganges rises the holy

1 Lord Valentia's Travels, vol. L p. 340.
2 Ayeen Aiberri, ii. 157.